[Can breast feeding prevent atopic dermatitis? Epidemiologic study of 144 cases].
A retrospective epidemiological investigation was conducted on 144 infants in order to discover the connection between breast feeding and the appearance of allergic disease. The data obtained indicate that: mothers' milk offers no such protection and at most may delay the onset of symptoms in respiratory allergic diseases. In contrast, it seems that atopic dermatitis arises earlier in breast fed babies, particularly if the mother is atopic.